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Bicycle display apparatus 





(57) A display apparatus (6) for a bicycle includes a 
movable member (51,54; 42.74) that changes position 
in accordance with the state of a bicycle transmission, 
a sensor (64; 84) that detects the position of the movable 



member without contacting the movable member, and 
a display mechanism (62;82) operatively coupled to the 
sensor for displaying indicia corresponding to a state of 
the bicycle transmission. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to a bicycle display s 
apparatus and, more particularly, to a display apparatus 
that can be attached to a movable component ol an ex- 
isting bicycle. 

Display devices that display the shift position of a 
bicycle transmission by means of the position of an in- io 
dicator needle, a rotating disk, or another such movable 
component have existed for some time. For instance, 
Figure 7 is an example of a conventional display appa- 
ratus that indicates the shift position of a bicycle trans- 
mission. A shift knob 3 is attached so as to allow rota- « 
tional operation to a position next to the grip 2 attached 
to the end of the right handlebar 1. Rotating the shift 
knob 3 operates the bicycle transmission via a gear 
change cable 4. The shift position of the bicycle trans- 
mission can be confirmed by means of a display device 
5 whose display changes in conjunction with the shift 
knob 3. 

Figure 8 is a diagram of the members that make up 
the display device 5. A rotating disk 51 is provided inside 
the display device 5, and the rotating disk 51 rotates in & 
conjunction with the rotation of the shift knob 3. Howev- 
er, the rotational axis of the rotating disk 51 is roughly 
perpendicular to the rotational axis of the shift knob 3. 
A plurality of detents corresponding to the shift positions 
are provided in the rotation of the shift knob 3. A plurality 30 
of numerals that indicate the shift position of the bicycle 
transmission are provided to the surface of the rotating 
disk 51 , and the specific numeral corresponding to the 
detent position of the shift knob 3 can be seen through 
a window 53 provided to a panel 52. 35 

Figure 9 is another example of a conventional dis- 
play apparatus that indicates the shift position of a bicy- 
cle transmission. With this example, the bicycle trans- 
mission is operated and the shift position is changed via 
the gear change cable 4 by means of a shift lever 31 *o 
instead of a shift knob. A display device 7 is provided at 
an intermediate position of the gear change cable 4. 

Figure 10 is a cross sectional view of the structure 
of the display device 7. The centre portion of the outer 
cable 41 of the gear change cable 4 is removed, but the *s 
outer cable 41 is connected to a cylinder member 71 by 
a connection member 73, and the removed portion in 
the centre of the outer cable 41 is covered by the cylin- 
der member 71. The cylinder member 71 is made of a 
transparent material, and a display scale 72 is engraved so 
into the outer surface thereof. An indicator member 74 
is engaged by f rictional force to the inner cable 42 of the 
gear change cable 4, and it moves in conjunction with 
the movement of the inner cable 42. The rider can con- 
firm the current shift position of the bicycle transmission ss 
from the positional relationship between the indicator 
member 74 and the display scale 72. 

Because the display component is small with a con- 



ventional mechanical display apparatus that uses a 
movable component, some riders feel the display is dif- 
ficult to read. This problem is particularly pronounced at 
night. Also, the display configuration and the like of the 
display apparatus may not necessarily meet the require- 
ments of the rider, and even if a rider does not like this 
display apparatus and wants to replace it, such replace- 
ment is not necessarily possible. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to a bicycle display 
apparatus in accordance with Claim 1 or Claim 2. This 
facilitates provision of apparatus that is capable of pro- 
viding a display that is easy to read, which can be at- 
tached to an existing movable component such as an 
existing speed indicator, and which can be freely re- 
placed according to the preferences of the rider. In one 
embodiment of the present invention, a display appara- 
tus for a bicycle includes a movable member thai chang- 
es position in accordance with the state (e.g., a shift po- 
sition) of a bicycle transmission, a sensor that detects 
the position of the movable member without contacting 
the movable member, and a display mechanism opera- 
tively coupled to the sensor for displaying indicia corre- 
sponding to a state of the bicycle transmission. If de- 
sired, the movable member may include a magnet, and 
the sensor may include a magnetic sensor. 

In a more specific embodiment, the apparatus in- 
cludes a housing having a cable entry opening, a cable 
exit opening and an exposed intermediate opening. In 
this embodiment, the movable member includes an in- 
ner cable that slides within an outer casing, wherein a 
first segment of the outer casing is fitted to the cable 
entry opening, a second segment of the outer casing is 
fitted to the cable exit opening, and the inner cable pass- 
es through the cable entry opening, past the intermedi- 
ate opening and through the cable exit opening. In this 
case a magnet may be attached to the inner cable and 
the sensor may comprise a magnetic sensor. 

In another embodiment of the present invention, a 
rotating disk ordinarily used in an existing gear indicator 
is rotatably supported within a housing. Similar to the 
embodiment described immediately above, a magnet 
may be attached to the rotating disk and the sensor may 
comprise a magnetic sensor. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is an oblique view of a particular embodi- 
ment of a bicycle display apparatus according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 2 is a cross sectional view of the display ap- 
paratus shown in Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is an oblique view of an alternative embod- 
iment of a bicycle display apparatus according to 
the present invention; 

Figure 4 is a cross sectional view of the display ap- 
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paratus shown in Figure 3; 
Figure 5 is a top view of an alternative embodiment 
of a bicycle display apparatus according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 6 is a schematic diagram of the electronic s 
components that make up any of the bicycle display 
apparatus according to the present invention; 
Figure 7 is an oblique view of a conventional bicycle 
display apparatus; 

Figure 8 is an exploded view of the relevant ele- w 
ments in the bicycle display apparatus shown in Fig- 
ure?; 

Figure 9 is a top view of another conventional bicy- 
cle display apparatus; and 
Figure 10 is a cross sectional view of the display 
apparatus shown in Figure 9. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS 



Figure 1 is an oblique view of a particular embodi- 2a 
ment of a bicycle display apparatus 6 according to the 
present invention that can be simply attached to the top 
of the display device 5 shown in Figure 7. The entire 
upper surface of the display apparatus 6 consists of a 
display panel, so the display is large and easy to read. 25 
Also, if a light emitting diode or another such lumines- 
cent element is used as the display element, then the 
display will be easy to read even at night. 

Figure 2 is a cross sectional view of the structure of 
the display apparatus 6. The display apparatus 6 is de- 30 
tachably attached to the display device 5 by attachment 
tabs 61 that have elasticity. The display apparatus 6 can 
be attached to the display device 5 by being firmly 
pressed, and the display apparatus 6 can be taken off 
by being firmly pulled. In the case of the present inven- 35 
tion, a permanent magnet 54 is fixed at a specific posi- 
tion on the outer peripheral side of the rotating disk 51 
inside the display device 5. All other aspects of the struc- 
ture of the display device 5 are the same as in Figure 7, 
and when the display apparatus 6 is removed, the dis- 40 
play device 5 has the same display function as in Figure 
7. 

As shown in Figure 2, a circuit board 63 is provided 
to the interior of the display apparatus 6, and a plurality 
of magnetic sensors 64 are provided to specific posh 4S 
tions on the circuit board 63. Hall elements, lead switch- 
es, or the like can be utilized as the magnetic sensors 
64. A battery 65 is installed on the circuit board 63 for 
supplying power to a display panel 62 and to the circuit 
on the circuit board 63. The display panel 62 occupies so 
the entire upper surface of the display apparatus 6, and 
it displays a numeral that indicates the shift position of 
the bicycle transmission by means of a seven-segment 
display element. A light emitting diode, a liquid crystal 
display panel, or the like can be utilized as the display ss 
element of the display panel 62. In the case of a liquid 
crystal display panel, visibility at night will be good if a 
lighting element is provided. The outer surface of the 



display panel 62 is protected by a transparent protector 
plate. 

When the shift knob 3 is rotated and the bicycle 
transmission operated, the rotating disk 51 rotates in 
conjunction with the rotation of the shift knob 3 and stops 
at a rotational position corresponding to the rotational 
position of the shift knob 3. Since the rotational position 
of the rotating disk 51 can be determined by detecting 
the position of the permanent magnet 54 by means of 
the plurality of the magnetic sensors 64, the shift posi- 
tion of the bicycle transmission can be determined and 
displayed on the display panel 62. 

Figure 3 is an oblique view of an alternative embod- 
iment of a bicycle display apparatus 8 according to the 
present invention that can be simply attached to the top 
of the display device 7 shown in Figure 10. The display 
apparatus 8 has a semicircular body that covers the up- 
per portion of the outer surface of the display device 7. 
Also, a display panel 82 that allows the upper surface 
of this body to be utilized to its full potential is provided. 
The display is therefore large and easy to read. Also, if 
a light emitting diode or another such luminescent ele- 
ment is used as the display element, then the display 
will be easy to read even at night. The display apparatus 
8 is detachably attached to the display device 7 by at- 
tachment tabs 81 that have elasticity. The display appa- 
ratus 8 can be attached to the display device 7 by being 
firmly pressed, and the display apparatus 8 can be taken 
off by being firmly pulled. 

Figure 4 is a cross sectional view of the structure of 
the display apparatus 8. In the case of the present in- 
vention, the indicator member 74 that engages by f fic- 
tional force with the inner cable 42 inside the display 
device 7 consists of a permanent magnet. All other as- 
pects of the structure of the display device 7 are the 
same as in Figure 10, and when the display apparatus 
8 is removed, the display device 7 has the same display 
function as in Figure 10. When the rider operates the 
shift lever 31, the indicator member 74 moves in con- 
junction with the inner cable 42 of the gear change cable 
4. 

A circuit board 83 is provided to the interior of the 
display apparatus 8, and a plurality of magnetic sensors 
84 are provided to specific positions on the circuit board 
83. Hall elements, lead switches, or the like can be used 
as the magnetic sensors 84. A battery 85 is installed on 
the circuit board 83 for supplying power to a display pan- 
el 82 and to the circuit on the circuit board 83. The dis- 
play panel 82 is provided so that the upper surface of 
the display apparatus 8 can be utilized to its full poten- 
tial, and it displays a numeral that indicates the shift po- 
sition of the bicycle transmission by means of a seven- 
segment display element. A light emitting diode, a liquid 
crystal display panel, or the like can be utilized as the 
display element of the display panel 82. In the case of 
a liquid crystal display panel, visibility at night will be 
good if a lighting element is provided. 

When the rider operates the shift lever 31 , the indi- 
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cator member 74 (made from a permanent magnet) 
moves in conjunction with the inner cable 42 of the gear 
change cable 4 and stops at a position corresponding 
to the shift position. Since the position of the indicator 
member 74 can be detected by the plurality of the mag- 
netic sensors 84, the shift position of the bicycle trans- 
mission can be determined and displayed on the display 
panel 82. 

Figure 5 is an overall view of the bicycle display ap- 
paratus in the third embodiment of the present invention. 
Because of its configuration, the display apparatus 8 
shown in Figure 4 inevitably has a small display panel 
which may be difficult to read for some riders. Accord- 
ingly, in this embodiment, the display panel 82 of the 
display apparatus 8 shown in Figures 3 and 4 is provided 
separately, with the display panel being attached inde- 
pendently and at a different position. A detection appa- 
ratus 9 has a structure in which the display panel 82 is 
excluded from the display apparatus 8, and it has the 
function of delecting the position of the indicator mem- 
ber 74. A display panel 92 is provided separately from 
the detection apparatus 9, and it is connected to the de- 
tection apparatus 9 by a cable 99. The display panel 92 
displays a numeral that indicates the shift position of the 
bicycle transmission by means of a display signal from 
the detection apparatus 9. The display panel 92 has a 
large display surface area and is easy to read. Also : the 
display panel 92 can be attached at a position that is 
easy for the rider to see. such as the handlebar 1 

Figure 6 is a block diagram of the electronic com- 
ponents included in the circuit board 63 of the display 
apparatus 6. This circuit can also be used in the display 
apparatus and detection apparatus of the other embod- 
iments. A plurality of the magnetic sensors 64 are pro- 
vided, and the output of each is inputted to an analog/ 
digital conversion circuit 67 via a switch 66 that works 
off a semiconductor switch. A display control circuit 68 
controls the switch 66, the output of the plurality of mag- 
netic sensors 64 is sequentially scanned, converted into 
a digital value by the analog/digital conversion circuit 67, 
and detected. The output of the magnetic sensors 64 
with the largest value can be determined and the posi- 
tion of the permanent magnet 54,74 detected. On the 
basis of these detection results, the display apparatus 
displays a numeral that indicates the shift position of the 
bicycle transmission. 

While the above is a description of various embod- 
iments of the present invention, further modifications 
may be employed without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the present invention. For example, magnetic 
sensors were used as the non-contact sensors with the 
above embodiments, but an optical sensor or any other 
non-contact sensor can be used instead. Also, the shift 
position of the bicycle transmission was displayed in the 
above embodiments, but the present invention can also 
be applied to a speed display by embedding a perma- 
nent magnet in a needle type of speedometer of the like, 
for example. Furthermore, the display configuration is 



not limited to a digital display of numerals. The display 
configuration can also be a bar graph display, a pie 
graph display, or a display of any other configuration. 
Thus, the scope of the invention should not be limited 
5 by the specific structures disclosed. Instead, the true 
scope of the invention should be determined by the fol- 
lowing claims. 



10 Claims 

1 . A display apparatus for a bicycle having a movable 
member that changes position in accordance with 
the state of a bicycle transmission, wherein the ap- 
is paratus comprises: 



a sensor that detects the position of the mova- 
ble member without contacting the movable 
member; and 

a display mechanism operatively coupled to the 
sensor for displaying indicia corresponding to 
a state of the bicycle transmission. 
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2. A display apparatus for a bicycle comprising: 

a movable member that changes position in ac- 
cordance with the shift position of a bicycle 
transmission; 

a sensor that detects the position of the mova- 
ble member without contacting the movable 
member; and 

a display mechanism operatively coupled to the 
sensor for displaying shift position indicia cor- 
responding to a shift position of the bicycle 
transmission. 

3. The apparatus according to either of the preceding 
claims wherein said movable member comprises a 
magnet. 

4. The apparatus according to any preceding claim 
wherein said sensor comprises a magnetic sensor. 



5. The apparatus according to Claim 2 wherein the 
45 movable member comprises a cable for controlling 

the bicycle transmission. 

6. The apparatus according to Claim 2 or Claim 5 fur- 
ther comprising a first housing having a cable entry 

so opening, a cable exit opening and an exposed in- 
termediate opening, and wherein the movable 
member comprises: 

an inner cable that slides within an outer cas- 

55 ing; 

wherein a first segment of the outer casing is 

fitted to the cable entry opening; 

wherein a second segment of the outer casing 
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is 



is fitted to the cable exit opening; and 
wherein the inner cable passes through the ca- 
ble entry opening, past the intermediate open- 
ing and through the cable exit opening. 

7 The apparatus according to Claim 6 wherein the 
movable member lurther comprises a magnet at- 
tached to the inner cable, and wherein the sensor 
comprises a magnetic sensor. 

8. The apparatus according to Claim 2 wherein the 
movable member comprises a rotating disk. 

9 The apparatus according to Claim 8 further com- 
prising a first housing, and wherein the rotating disk 
is rotatably supported within the first housing. 

10 The apparatus according to either one of Claims 8 
or 9 wherein the movable member further compns- 

es a magnet attached to the rotating disk, and a> 
wherein the sensor comprises a magnetic sensor. 

11 The apparatus according to any of Claims 6. 7, 9 or 
" 10 further comprising a second housing, wherein 

the sensor andthe display mechanismare disposed 
within the second housing. 

12 The apparatus according to Claim 11 further com- 
prising a fastener for attaching the second housing 
to the first housing. 

13 The apparatus according to Claim 12 wherein the 
fastener comprises an attachment tab for remova- 
bly attaching the second housing to the first hous- 
ing. 

14 The apparatus according to any preceding claim 
' whereinthedisplaydisplaysanumeralcorrespond- 

ing to a shift position of the bicycle transmission. 
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